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Providing a Lifeline for National Pastors in Poverty -Stricken Countries
In this issue:

Ministry Trip to Cote d’Ivoire | On the Waiting List | Pray for Eastern Europe | Happy 35th Anniversary, Praise!

Praise International’s
35th Anniversary
Celebration
September 7, 2014

Pastor Anghel and Florentine Mincu
are on the waiting list. There are hundreds of thousands of Romani (gypsy)
people in Romania. The Mincu’s have
a church-planting ministry among
these people.
Anghel and Florentine
are on a long list of
devoted national pastors, each of whom
our Praise Country
Directors have approved. Each of
these families seriously need your
prayer and financial support right now.
Will you become a sponsor?

Are you
the sponsor for
whom they are waiting?
Want to become a sponsor?
Please fill out the enclosed
e n v e l o p e . I f yo u h a v e a n y
questions, d o n ’ t
hesitate to contact us.

Mike Howard is the newest member of our Praise Board. His experience will allow him to play a valuable role. He has served for many
years as pastor. He understands the needs of pastors. Mike loves people. He also loves horses. So he combined the two and founded Blazing Hope Family Youth Ranch, a ministry to help foster better relationships between children and their families, for God’s glory. Children
come, at no charge and no child is turned away, to have fun, riding
horses, and learning a work ethic by caring for horses. They also hear about Jesus. Mike says
that the ranch “is a safe, positive, and happy place where children are given Hope.” Thanks,
Mike, for allowing your care for pastors and families be used of the Lord on our Praise Board.

They did it again in 2013: national pastors out there doing great things for the Lord! In
countries where evangelical Christians are persecuted for their faith, undaunted, they
persevere, “faith expressing itself through love” (Galatians 5:6), distributing Bibles in the
streets, door-to-door, reaching out to children & telling people about Jesus. Some pastors
are even going regularly to Bulgaria to help Believers plant churches!
Freddie Harris
We Director
saw it. In spite of Islamic threats in Africa, pastors still evangelize from village to village, rise early everyday
Executive
to pray, preach boldly in villages & tangibly demonstrate Christ’s compassion, impacting their communities. I’m
overjoyed that it’s the evangelical Christians, not government workers, who run orphanages, transitional homes &
ministries to the disabled, widows & shut-ins! (James 1:27) Our ministry trip to Africa this year surpassed all our
expectations! I hope you enjoy the stories & photos in this issue.
For 35 years now, Praise International has been empowering national pastors & leaders to share the Good
News more effectively with as many people as possible. Praise has so much to praise God for! Will you join us in
September to celebrate Praise’s 35th Anniversary? Ron & Trina Warren will be there. There will be many stories,
photos & videos, as we recount together the amazing things that God has done through Praise International during these 35 years!
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Would you please consider sponsoring a national pastor at
this time? Your gift of $35/month will help a pastor feed his
family, send his children to school and allow him to give
himself fully to fulfilling his divine calling. Would you prefer
just donating to the general fund, our Raven’s Fund or our
micro-finance program? Thank you in advance!
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Rev. Jim Harris: Vice Chairman
Michael Auker: Treasurer
Jack Mount: Secretary
Michael Rollinger
Mike Howard
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Our November 2013 Praise International
Mi ni s tr y Team went to Cote d’Ivoire to
bless and encourage pastors and villagers.
www.PraiseInternational.us
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Dakoupleu, Cote d’Ivoire - On our first visit two years ago,
Yacouba villagers gave us their traditional greeting:
There’s room in my house for you. It was not just a greeting. We were indeed struck by their generous hospitality.
On the first day of our recent trip to Cote d’Ivoire, we
saw this greeting poignantly demonstrated!
The trip to our village, normally 8-10 hours away from
Abidjan, stretched to 30, due to vehicle problems. It was
dusk when our vehicle went kaput. We were stranded
along a pot-holed road in the deep jungle.
Nearby, there “happened” to be a tiny village. Our leader spoke with the village chief about our vehicle. Next
thing we knew, families were scrambling about, vacating
their humble abodes to accommodate complete strangers
overnight! In the dark, we could barely distinguish each
other’s faces! “They gave up their rooms for us?”
We got up the next morning, stiff from
“sleeping” on very hard floors, and yet
stunned by their selfless, spontaneous
generosity! During our team devotions,
we asked ourselves, “Would we have
been so gracious and self-sacrificing?”
Thanks to their beautiful example, what
could have been a terrible start for our

Partner with P RAISE I NTERNATIONAL . Fi l l o ut an d se n d u s t he e n cl o s ed e n vel o p e t o da y.

mission trip became a tremendous inspiration!
The trip was incredible! Praise International, from the
outset, purposed to encourage pastors and their families
& to facilitate their ministries. Praise has strived to be
faithful to that commitment.
The purpose of our visits are, above all, to do just that.
We met with so many devoted pastors. Our hearts were
moved as we sat there, listening to their passion to serve
their Lord and Savior, praying for them, that God would
pour out His grace upon them and empower them.
We were caught off guard when one pastor, while
preaching a powerful message to a large congregation,
stopped abruptly when he saw Kandee
and me in the room. He felt lead to explain to everyone, that two years earlier,
he was so discouraged in the ministry
that he wanted to quit. We met with him,
listened to his heart and prayed for him.
From that day on, he said, with deep
gratitude and a quivering voice, he was a
changed man with a renewed passion. His ministry grew
and God has been greatly using him.
Proverbs 15:4 “A word of encouragement
heals the one who receives it.”
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In the villages of Africa, there is a dearth of medical facilities. Praise Inter-

“This little national pastors have been SERIOUSLY affected by this. Nine local village
chiefs & many Praise pastors pleaded with Praise for assistance.
boy will
We spread the word. God sent His Mercy & Faithfulness to the rescue!
not die!”

(Psalm 57:1-3) He sent donors too! In November we took a team to help
build a Medical Center. God paved the way! Hands of Hope in Nampa, Idaho, would send a
container of medical equipment for this clinic, but the transport to Cote d’Ivoire would be up to
Ivoirians. God touched the hearts of high-ranking Ivoirian leaders. They promised to provide
official papers and funds for the transport. Not only that, they would provide a doctor, nurse
and a mid-wife. Praise God! The Praise theme verse has been Proverbs 19:17, “One who
has pity of the poor lends to the Lord, and He will pay back what he has given.” God is good.
Locals planned a huge celebration in honor of Praise. National newspapers, radio and TV
were present. In my discourse, I said that children under five are the most vulnerable to diseases. I called a 4 year old girl up & put a stethoscope on her heart. “I can hear her heart. We
have a Compassionate God who hears the heart cry of the hurting.” I said I knew a pastor’s
son who could die at anytime, without nearby medical care. Later, on national TV, they honored Praise International, as a ministry of compassion, but gave it funny twist. They introduced me as Dr. Fred Harris. They had recorded me saying, “This little boy will not die!”
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Director Praise
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Acts 20:2 “Paul encouraged
the believers in all the
towns he passed through.”

Even pastors NEED
Encouragement.
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