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A Word from the Director

“...entrust

The Waiting List
Pastor Sergei Shopin and his wife, Nadia, are on the waiting list. We
presently have well over 100 national pastors waiting to be sponsored. They
are serving the Lord joyfully, but often with great sacrifice. Your sponsorship
will allow God’s servants to properly care for their families. Very importantly,
it allows pastors like Sergei to engage himself more fully in the ministry of
evangelism, discipleship and church planting. Through your monthly gift of
only $35, you share a role in his ministry. Your gift helps his ministry to be
more effective and fruitful. Would you consider sponsoring a national
pastor?
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Praise International works on this premise: Evangelism, Discipleship and church planting is
most effective when it is done by indigenous people who already understand their people,
their culture and their mother tongue, etc. Christ commissions all Believers everywhere to be
His witnesses so that, wherever they go, whomever they meet will hear the Good News.
Freddie Harris
Sending missionaries into foreign lands is essential, in order that those who are lost may Executive Director
have the opportunity to find their Savior, be nurtured in God’s Word, then be trained to reach
their own people. Missionaries should be catalysts for the great commission, doing as Paul says in 2 Timothy 2:2, “The things that you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust to faithful
men who will be able to teach others also.”

Empowering National Pastors!
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Praise International expresses our most sincere thanks to the Miller Mission Fund and to the Community Foundation for Southwest
Washington, located in Vancouver WA, for their recent generous gift of over $11,000. Thanks to gifts such as these, Praise International
continues to effectively fulfill the Great Commission by supporting, encouraging and facilitating the ministries of national pastors who serve
courageously in the midst of extreme poverty, hardship, and discrimination. Thank you for your tangible demonstration of compassion.

Meet Pastor Jim Harris
Jim Harris is one of our newest members of our Praise Board. He is senior pastor at Heritage
Bible Church in Boise, ID. He’s a Californian, raised in Los Angeles. Blind dates may get bad
press, but it was on a blind date that Jim met his wife, Marsha. He and his wife both love to
Golf. They walk together daily, when they can’t play golf. His claim to fame is that he once shot
a hole-in-one.
What makes Jim tick is a passion to preach and teach the Word specifically, accurately, and
so consistently so that Believers, like sheep, will easily recognize the voice of their Shepherd,
and won’t be led astray by other voices. Jim has been a pastor for 41 years. Jim has also
served with a ministry of Slavic Gospel Association called the Antioch Initiative, which provides
continuing Biblical training to Russian pastors.
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Pastor Jim Harris recently joined the Praise Board, however, Praise has partnered with him for years. In
fact, it is thanks to his ministry of training national pastors in Russia that Praise has been able to sponsor
Russian pastors. Though he does ministry trips to Russia only a couple times a year, he has a farreaching impact on innumerable Russians through training national pastors who in turn reach hundreds in
their own sphere of influence.

teach others also .”

The testimonials of Pastor Anatoly Yarmolyuk, who oversees most of our Praise pastors in Tambov, and
Jenny Myers, serving as missionary in Tambov with SEND International, will give you a much better understanding of the kind of pastors with whom Praise International partners.

RUSSIAN PASTORS REACH OUT
By Anatoly Yarmolyuk

Tambov, Russia - The Russian pastors whom Praise International sponsors, apart from preaching in their churches, are involved in youth ministry, small group ministry, and starting new Bible
Pastor Anatoly & Vera
studies and churches in the towns and villages with no Christians and no
churches. We have three groups where we do a Bible study once a week in
YARMOLYUK
people’s homes. Those groups are 3 to 20 people. We also do all kinds of
outreaches in libraries, colleges, schools and orphanages. We have different conferences to share spiritual truths, strengthen people in their faith and
encourage them to serve God. We have conferences for the whole
church and youth conferences.
During spring we are all getting ready for family and youth camp
and also for children’s camps. We are preparing for baptisms,
which we mostly do outdoors in the summer. We are getting
ready to do sports events with the purpose of inviting unbelieving youth to our Christian camp. And we are also preparing for
our summer outreaches for three towns, one week in each location. We are encouraging people to pray and participate. We
are also meeting with the local authorities to arrange our
events.
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EQUIPPNG NATIONAL PASTORS
By Rev. Jim Harris

Imagine having the equivalent of a King James Bible with no helps or footnotes or even cross-references,
and no other Christian books at all. That was the theological “library” of most pastors during the years of
the USSR. Some churches had only one Bible for many families, so they rotated possession of God’s Word
from family to family each week.
The Antioch Initiative is a program designed to make the connection from the generation which had so little
to the developing generation of leaders in the churches of Russia, by providing basic training in theology
and expository preaching. I’m privileged to lead a coalition of 8 American churches partnered with the 10
churches in the region of Tambov, Russia for the Antioch Initiative.
In this region we find the perfect situations for Praise International to come alongside. Every pastor and
church planter in every Bible-believing church in Russia struggles to make ends meet. What is a pittance to
most Americans often makes the difference between being able to minister full-time and needing to work a
secular job. The support that flows through Praise can actually mean that a pastor can attend our training
sessions instead of having to travel hours to where the jobs are. That’s why this partnership is a perfect fit
and why I’m pleased to serve with Praise as well as the with the Antioch Initiative. Two pastors in Tambov
are awaiting support. Please pray God puts it on someone’s heart–maybe yours–to support them.
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Country Focus: Tambov Province in Russia
“… ENTRUST TO FAITHFUL MEN ...”

Russia

By Jenny Myers

Tambov, Russia - When I arrived in Russia in 2008, it was a whirlwind of new experiences and practices,
new people and living conditions. My first guides through this maze were the pastors, brothers and sisters
who have been faithfully serving God in their own backyard.
These brothers and sisters in Christ do many things that are either impossible or best not done by a foreign
missionary, due to language and cultural issues. These men pastor churches in villages and towns where a
foreign pastor would automatically be rejected. These men and women teach Sunday
school and have music ministries and give morality and spiritual lessons in schools and
colleges throughout the oblast. These men and women give up their summer to lead
evangelism outreaches in remote areas. In such areas, prejudice and culture make it
impossible for foreigners to get the same access.
It is my privilege to work alongside so many brothers and sisters who do not abandon their homeland for more comfortable living conditions, but give their lives to
serve the Lord in an uphill battle against tradition, culture, and spiritual forces. If
any one deserves and needs our support, these families do. Thank you, Praise International, for your commitment to furthering the work of the gospel in Russia
through these faithful men.
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Geography: The largest country of the world with 17,074,400 sq km
(compared to Canada 9,984,670 sq km and U.S. 9,826,675
sq km), spanning 9 time-zones.
Population: 140,366,561
Ethnicity:
Russian 79.8%, Tatar 3.8%, Ukrainian 2%, Bashkir 1.2%,
Chuvash 1.2%, other or unspecified 12.1% There are 162
people groups.
Languages: There are 135 different spoken languages in Russia.
Religion:
Russian Orthodox 15-20%, Muslim 10-15%, Catholic 0.5%,
Evangelical 0.7% These estimates are of practicing worship
pers. Russia has a large population of non-practicing Believers and non-Believers, due to 7 decades of atheistic
Soviet rule.
Tambov:
City population 280,457 capital of Tambov Province. There
are only 10 Bible-believing churches in the Province of
Tambov where a million people live. Over 100 towns and
villages have no true church.
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