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Hi! My name is Kathi Jo Mesenbrink and I 
get to help Praise International by being in 
charge of the newsletter’s distribution ~ 
particularly by assembling a small team of 
volunteers who put on the address labels, 
insert the donation envelopes, and stick 
the mailing seals on the newsletters.  
     When I’m not helping with that, I might 
be planning a get-together with our adult 
children in Boise, or preparing a hearty 
meal for my hard-working husband, or 
working on my Bible study lesson with Bible Study Fellowship, 
or getting together with friends.  
     I also like to gather flowers and leaves for pressing or dry-
ing; arrange dried weeds, flowers, or grasses for a bouquet; 
gather pinecones for an interesting basket, or look for heart-
shaped rocks while taking a walk. Can you tell I love the beau-
tiful world God has created? To God be the glory! Amen? 

Meet Kathi Jo Mesenbrink 
Pastor Tudor Antoniuc is on the waiting list. We presently 
have well over 100 national pastors waiting to be sponsored. 
These are men and women of God who have already been 
approved by our national directors. They are serving the Lord 
joyfully, but often with great sacrifice. Your sponsorship of only 
$35/month will help enormously. This monthly gift will allow 
God’s servant to properly care for his family, allowing him to 
engage himself more fully in the ministry of evangelism, disci-
pleship and church planting. It will also be such a wonderful  

encouragement to him 
and his family. We met 
Pastor Tudor this Fall. 
They serve in a church 
in Ungheni Moldova, a  
region located on the 
west border of Moldova 
and Romania.  They‘re 
involved in evangelism 
and church planting in 
several villages. Will 
you sponsor them? 

PRAISE INTERNATIONAL 
Executive Director— Freddie Harris 
FreddieHarrisJr@gmail.com  
Admin@PraiseInternational.us  
Www.PraiseInternational.us  
Find us on Facebook! 
Want this attached to an email? 

SPONSORSHIPS/DONATIONS 
Would you like to become a sponsor or donor? Do you 

have any questions? Don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Visit our website. Call us: (208) 608-3965 Or email us: 
SponsorshipPraise@gmail.com  
Follow us on Twitter! @PraiseInt 
View our videos http://www.youtube.com/user/PraiseInt  
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Rev. Richard Shaw: Chairman  
Rev. Jim Harris: Vice Chairman 
Michael Auker: Treasurer 
Jack Mount: Secretary 
Michael Bull 
Michael Rollinger 
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A Word from the Director 
    My wife Kandee and I just returned from a month-long ministry trip to Romania and 
Moldova. We met all of our Praise-sponsored pastors! In order for Praise International to 
effectively support, encourage and facilitate the ministries of national pastors in poor 
countries, we want to understand what it’s like to live and serve the Lord in their coun-
tries. We came back touched deeply and greatly inspired!   

     Many of our Praise pastors face great opposi-
tion. There is often opposition from other religions. 
In West Africa, our pastors represent a threat to 
local Islam communities. In Eastern Europe, the 
Orthodox often see the evangelical church as a 
threat. Opposition also comes from authorities. 
Thank you for praying our Praise pastors, as they 
persevere and remain faithful to God’s calling upon 
their lives in the face of opposition. 

 

Vision In Spite of Opposition  
      By Freddie Harris     

Moldovan Pastor Victor Popovici  
with Director, Freddie Harris 

“The souls  of   vi l lagers  are  worth  just  as  much as   

the  souls  of  those  who l ive  in  the c i ty.”  

    Pastor Marion Jipa’s words echo in my head. We met with Pastor Marion in 
Pitulicea, a village 50 miles northeast of Bucharest. He used a map to explain 
his vision. An area between Pitulicea & Bucharest has over 17,000 inhabitants 
with only one church. An average U.S. region this size would have 20+ evan-
gelical churches! Marion’s vision is to start 12 churches in this region. What a 

task for one pastor to accomplish, especially with opposition & hindrances. He 
doesn’t even have a functioning vehicle! He needs Christian leaders to help him. He has prayed for 

years that God send such men to join him in this big vision, but there are still none. 
     He explained that a person in the village who feels called to the ministry goes to Bible school in the city. When he’s 
done, he often doesn’t come back to the village. Cities have less poverty & churches can pay pastors. A village pastor 
may have NO salary! Now Marion is starting a small Bible school to train church leaders in the village! Such vision! 
    Marion’s testimony is wonderful. He grew up in Pitulicea during the tyranny of Nicolae Ceauşescu. It became illegal 
for Christians to meet together in homes, so churches went “underground.” When Marion was 7, a nice lady, who lived a 
few houses down, invited him over. It was an underground church. His parents didn’t go, but they let him. He loved it! He 
kept going back until one Sunday. The police burst in & arrested the adults. They let Marion go, but when teachers & 
kids at Marion’s school heard he was there, they mocked him. He grew up and moved to the city to study. Afterward, he 
stayed in the city, found a wife & a job. God had plans for Marion. A Christian at Marion’s work invited him to church. He 
had fond memories of the “nice lady” from his childhood. He soon accepted the Lord. Though he & his wife had good 
jobs, he knew God was calling him back to his village. He started a church and that “nice lady” was the first church 
member. The Orthodox priest tries to hinder children from going to kid’s clubs, but the kids still come. City authorites 
don’t like the church but they tolerate it. Pray for Pastor Marion & for his vision to train leaders & to start 12 churches. 

Want to sponsor a pastor? Want to send a special gift?  
Use the enclosed envelope. We sincerely thank you.  



PRAISE INTERNATIONAL PASTORS:  

F i r mly  Committed to  their  Cal l ing  

 

“Wondrous ly show Your loving -k indness ,  
O  Savior of  those  who take refuge at Your r ight  hand  

From those  who ri se up against  them.  
1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 

    In Romania and Moldova, the evangelical church often receives op-
position from the Orthodox Church. It is no longer the state church, as 
of 1991, but it still gets special treatment from the government. For 
example, though there is freedom of religion (on paper), school reli-
gion classes are always taught by the Orthodox Church; the law 
vaguely forbids proselytism, but the “understood” focus of this law is 
the evangelical church; etc.  
    The Orthodox Church naturally wields strong influence. Sadly, it is 
too convenient for this influence to be incorrectly used. We met many 
pastors who have experienced blatant opposition from the Orthodox 
Church. Praise Pastor Traian and Elena Rusu are one example. 

They had a handful of believers in a house fellowship. With the help of a several financial gifts 
and work teams, they managed to build a small church building. Now, when they plan outreaches such as children’s 
clubs, and English or computer classes, the Orthodox priest constantly telling people not to attend. Influential Orthodox 
Church members have also made threats to people who wanted to attend these outreaches. Please pray for the Rusu’s. 

Perseverant in Opposition  
      By Freddie Harris     

www.PraiseInternational.us FALL 2012 PRAISE INTERNATIONAL Partner with PRAISE INTERNATIONAL.  Fi l l  out and send us the enclosed envelope today.  

Moldovan Pastor 
Grigore & Valentina 
Ursu raise goats to 
help feed his family. 

God has given Romanian Pastor Andi & 
Anca Nistoriou great rapport with people. 
Young & vivacious leaders, they have an 

increasingly fruitful ministry. 

“We always thank God for  al l  o f  you  

& continual ly mention you in our 
prayers .  We remember  

before  our God & Father   

your work produced by fa ith,   

your labor prompted by love ,  &   

your endurance  inspired  by hope   

in our Lord Jesus  Chri st . ”  

1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 

     Praise Pastor Andrei and Elena Nicolai serve the Lord 
in Călărași, Moldova, a large town about 40mi northwest 
of Chisinau. They have encountered strong opposition 
from the Orthodox church in Călărași. It was clearly an 
intervention of God when Pastor Andrei was able to ac-
quire a building where the church is meeting.  Since this 
excellent facility had previously been owned by Samari-
tan’s Purse, it was still classified as a charitable organiza-
tion from the city authorities’ point of view.  
     When David, their 18 month old son, was born, he had 
a severe reaction to a vaccination. His body is still suffer-
ing from it to this day. It requires a very special diet and 
rather costly medical care.  Pray for David’s health and 
also that the church would grow inspite of the opposition. 

Romanian Pastor Anghel 
(2nd from Left) & Florine 

Mincu are planting a church 
in a Gypsy Village, south  

of Bucharest, near the  
Bulgarian border.   

 Praise Pastor Valeriu and Dina Nistor serve in 
Capriana, Moldova. They have eight children, four 
of whom are adopted. God has richly blessed their 
pastoral ministry in Capriana. Valeriu also helps at 
the Moldova Charity Mission for the Disabled, a 
nation-wide non-profit ministry for the thousands of 
physically disabled children, as well as those with 
Down Syndrome. Praise Moldova Leader, Sergiu 
Rutcovschi, is the founder of this ministry. Praise 
Pastor Petru Chirica is the director. Pastor Valeriu, 
with his cheerful personality and servant attitude, 
drives his van over extremely bumpy dirt roads to 
pick up several disabled children and bring them to 
the Mission. His daily “taxi” service is a jolty one-
hour trip both ways! He also cuts firewood every 
winter for several elderly shut-in’s.  


